
Signed: April 27, 2020    _______________________________  
                     Rebecca B. Connelly 
       United States Bankruptcy Chief Judge 

UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

IN RE:       ) 
       ) 
ADOPTION OF AMENDED INTERIM   ) Standing Order No. 20-5 
BANKRUPTCY RULE 1020   ) 
       )     

ORDER 

 On August 23, 2019, the Small Business Reorganization Act of 2019 (SBRA) was 

enacted into law.  SBRA made substantive and procedural changes to the Bankruptcy Code and 

required changes to the Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure (FRBP) to implement those 

changes.  The effective date for SBRA was February 19, 2020, which was before the bankruptcy 

rules could be amended under the three-year process mandated by the Rules Enabling Act.  

Accordingly, the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules drafted, published for comment, and 

subsequently approved interim bankruptcy rules (Interim Rules) for distribution to the courts.  

The Committee of Rules of Practice and Procedure approved the Interim Rules, and the Judicial 

Conference authorized distribution of the Interim Rules to courts for adoption locally to facilitate 

uniform implementation of the changes mandated by SBRA.  Pursuant to Standing Order No. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________
 Rebecca B. Connelly 



2020-1, signed on February 7, 2020, this Court adopted the Interim Rules and made them 

effective on February 19, 2020. 

 On March 27, 2020, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (the 

CARES Act) was signed into law.  The CARES Act made several temporary changes to the 

Bankruptcy Code, and these changes necessitate the amendment of Interim Bankruptcy Rule 

1020.  The Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules has recommended that the amendment of 

Interim Bankruptcy Rule 1020 be adopted as a local rule by each judicial district.  The 

Committee of Rules of Practice and Procedure and the Executive Committee, acting on behalf of 

the Judicial Conference, has approved this recommendation.   

 NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §2071 and Rule 9029 of the FRBP, the 

attached Interim Bankruptcy Rule 1020 is adopted in its entirety without change by the judges of 

this Court to be effective retroactive to March 27, 2020.  In the event of a conflict between the 

Local Rules of this Court and Interim Bankruptcy Rule 1020, as amended, Interim Bankruptcy 

Rule 1020 shall control.   

 The Interim Rules, including the amendment of Interim Bankruptcy Rule 1020, shall 

remain in effect until further order of this Court. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

** END OF ORDER ** 
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